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CURRICULUM VITAE 

 
NAME DEBORAH FAHY BRYCESON 
 
DATE OF BIRTH 1 December, 1951 
 
NATIONALITY British  
 
LANGUAGES  English (mother tongue) 
 Kiswahili (speaking ability and reading comprehension) 
   Dutch (reading comprehension) 
 
EXPERTISE 
 
Deborah Bryceson has extensive experience as a development consultant, researcher and project 
manager. Trained as an economic geographer and sociologist, her work has spanned a wide range of 
development issues within Africa and beyond. Her current work focuses on the interaction between 
social and economic dynamics in rural and urban settings from a political economy perspective. 

 

• Areas of expertise include:  

o Livelihood, mobility and settlement in processes of economic transition – the study of 
poverty, deagrarianisation, occupational change, urbanisation in developing countries, 
urban economies, urban growth, urban transport and mobility patterns of the poor, 
and rural-urban linkages 

o Agrarian development – rural social and economic development, notably: food 
marketing, agricultural policy, famine prevention and rehabilitation, urban food supply 
constraints, rural transport and the impact of public investment on rural welfare 

o Impact of AIDS – the spread of AIDS in rural areas, social and economic dimensions; 
and  

o Gender – women's employment patterns in rural and urban areas 

• Field experience in: Tanzania, Uganda, Malawi, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Ethiopia, Sudan and 
Nigeria as well as desk experience of many other African and Asian countries  

• Synthesis of transnational and trans-continental development literature on a wide variety of 
topics as evidenced by a strong publication record and ability to work with large teams of 
multi-disciplinary consultants, researchers and authors 

• Impact and evaluation studies of development processes, policies and programmes for 
governments and multi-lateral agencies (including the UK government’s DFID, other European 
governments, the World Bank, UN agencies and various international NGOS)
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EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 
 

1975    BA, Geography, University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

1980   MA, Geography, University of Dar es Salaam 

1988 DPhil, Sociology, University of Oxford 
 
 
RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT 
 

Current   Principal, The Policy Practice Ltd 

1992-2005  Senior Research Fellow, Afrika-studiecentrum, Leiden University, The 
Netherlands 

1985-1992  Independent consultant and (from 1988) Research Associate, Queen Elizabeth 
House, Oxford University 

1982-1985  Lecturer, Graduate Department of Planning, Architectural Association School 
of Architecture London 

1976-1981 Assistant Research Fellow, Bureau of Resource Assessment and Land Use 
Planning, University of Dar es Salaam 

1975-1976   Planning Officer, Ministry of Water, Development and Power, Dar es Salaam 
 
 
SELECTED RECENT REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
Reports 
‘Growing out of Spatial Poverty: Growth, Sub-National Equity and Poverty Reduction Policies – A Five-
Country Comparison’, Synthesis paper prepared for DfID’s Pro-poor Growth Team’, March 2006 
 
‘Framework for the Inclusion of Social Benefits in Transport Planning: Final Report’, Transport Road 
Lab/DFID UK, April 2005 (with A. Davis, F. Ahmed and T. Bradbury), http://www.transport-
links.org/transport_links/filearea/documentstore/322_Final%20Report%2023.3.05.PDF 

‘Rural Development Project Performance: A Review of 46 Evaluation Studies of DGIS-funded Projects in the 
Themes Agricultural Research, Natural Resource Management, Water Management and Area Development 
and the Implications for the Sector Wide Approach’ CERES Research School/Dutch Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, The Hague, July 2005 (with H. van Dijk, H., P. Howard, J. Oorthuizen and A. Zoomers) 

‘Social Pathways from the HIV/AIDS Deadlock of Disease, Denial and Desperation in Rural Malawi’, CARE 
International, May 2004 (with J. Fonseca, and J. Kadzandira), 
http://www.sarpn.org.za/documents/d0000906/index.php 

Sustainable Livelihoods, Mobility and Access Needs, Transport Road Lab Report 544, DFID UK, 2003 (with 
D.A.C. Maunder, T.C. Mbara, R. Kibombo, A.S.C. Davis and J. Howe) 

http://www.transport-links.org/transport_links/filearea/publications/1_788_TRL544.pdf 

‘Poverty and Power: Review of World Bank, Can Africa Claim the 21st Century?’ Dutch Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs/Leiden, Afrika-studiecentrum, 2000 

Poverty and Urban Transport in East Africa: Review of Research and Dutch Donor Experience, 
Institute of Infrastructural, Hydraulics and Environmental Engineering, Delft consultancy report 
submitted to the World Bank 2000, (with J. Howe) 

'Rural Women Producers: Market Response vs. Household Responsibilities' World Bank/Tanzanian 
Planning Commission/Food Studies Group, Oxford 'Agricultural Diversification and Intensification 
Study in Tanzania’, 1992  

'Tanzanian Land Tenure at the Crossroads', Tanzanian Presidential Commission of Enquiry into Land 
Matters, Land Commission, Dar es Salaam, 1991 
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'Women, Rural Labour Processes and Structural Change: Review of Literature from the ILO's 
Programme on Rural Women', International Labour Office, Geneva, 1990 

'An Investigation into the Potential for the Wider Use of Intermediate Means of Transport in Ethiopia', 
Ethiopia Road Rehabilitation Project, World Bank identification mission, May 1989 
 
Articles 
 
‘Tribal and Creole Designs: Kampala and Dar es Salaam as Ethnic Cities in Formative Nation States’. 
2007. in Nugent, P. and F. Locatelli (eds), African Cities: Competing Claims on Urban Space, Leiden, 
Brill 
  
‘Introduction: The Artistry of Social Life’. 2007 in Bryceson, D.F., J. Okely and J. Webber (eds), Identity 
and Networks: Fashioning Gender and Ethnicity across Cultures. Oxford, Berghahn Publishers, 1-18 
 
‘Risking Death for Survival: Peasant Responses to Hunger and HIV/AIDS in Malawi’. 2006. World 
Development forthcoming 
 
‘Ganyu Casual Labour, Famine and HIV/AIDS in Rural Malawi: Causality and Casualty’. 2006. Journal 
of Modern African Studies 44 (2), 1-30 
 
‘Fragile Cities: Fundamentals of Urban Life in East and Southern Africa’ 
‘African Urban Economies: Searching for the Sources of Sustenance’ 
‘Vulnerability and Viability of East and Southern Africa’s Apex Cities’ in Bryceson, D.F. and D. Potts 
(eds). 2005. African Urban Economies: Viability, Vitality or Vitiation?, Palgrave Macmillan 
 
Rural Livelihoods and Agrarian Change in Sub-Saharan Africa: Processes and Policies’. 2005. in Ellis, 
F. and A. Freeman (eds), Rural Livelihoods and Poverty Reduction Policies, London, Routledge, 48-
61 

‘Agrarian Vista or Vortex? African Rural Livelihoods Policy’. 2004. Review of African Political Economy 
102, 617-29 

‘Petrol Pumps and Economic Slumps: Rural-Urban Linkages in Sub-Saharan Africa’s Globalization 
Process’. 2003. Journal of Economic and Social Geography 94(3), 335-49 (with T.C. Mbara) 

‘Livelihoods, Daily Mobility and Poverty in Sub Saharan Africa’. 2003. Transport Review 23 (2), 177-96 
(with T.C. Mbara and D.A.C. Maunder) 

‘The Scramble in Africa: Reorienting Rural Livelihoods’. 2002. World Development 30 (5), 725-39  

‘Multiplex Livelihoods in Rural Africa: Recasting the Terms and Conditions of Gainful Employment’. 
2002. Journal of Modern African Studies 40 (1), 1-28 

‘Transnational Families in the Twenty-first Century’, 3-30 (with U. Vuorela) 
‘Europe’s Transnational Families and Migration: Past and Present, 31-59 
‘Epilogue’, 265-67 in Bryceson, D.F. and U. Vuorela (eds). 2002. The Transnational Family: New 
European Frontiers and Global Networks, Oxford, Berg Publishers  

‘Alcohol in Africa: Substance, Stimulus and Society’. 3-21 
‘Changing Modalities of Alcohol Usage’, 22-52 
‘Pleasure and Pain: The Ambiguity of Alcohol in Africa’, 267-291 in Bryceson, D.F. (ed.). 2002. Alcohol 
in Africa: Mixing Business, Pleasure and Politics, Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann  

‘Countryside and City: Balancing or Blurring Differences?’ in Schmidt, J.D. and K. Gough (eds). 2001. 
Urban Development in a Transitional Context, Development Research Series, Occasional Papers No. 
2, Research Center on Development and International Relations, Aalborg University, Denmark, 192-
219  

‘End of an Era: The Development Policy Parallax’. 2001. in Bank, L. and D.F. Bryceson (eds), 
Livelihoods, Linkages and Policy Paradoxes, Special Issue of the Journal of Contemporary African 
Studies 19 (1), 1-19 (with Leslie Bank) 

‘Peasant Theories and Smallholder Policies: Past and Present’, 1-36 
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‘African Peasants’ Centrality and Marginality: Rural Labour Transformations’, 37-63 
‘Disappearing Peasantries? Rural Labour Redundancy in the Neo-liberal Era and Beyond’, 299-326 in 
Bryceson, D.F., C. Kay and J. Mooij (eds). 2000. Disappearing Peasantries? Rural Labour in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America, London: Intermediate Technology Publications  

‘Maize Marketing Policies in Tanzania, 1939-98: From Basic Needs to Market Basics’, in Dijkstra, T., 
L. van der Laan and A. van Tilberg (eds). 1999. Agricultural Marketing in Tropical Africa, Aldershot: 
Ashgate, 19-42 (with Pekka Seppälä and Marja-Liisa Tapio-Biström) 

‘Methods for Tracing Rapid Market Change: Urban Grain Supply Networks in Tanzania’, in Harriss-
White, B. (ed.). 1999. Agricultural Markets from Theory to Practice: Field Experience in Developing 
Countries, London, Macmillan, 151-66 

‘African Rural Labour and the World Bank: An Alternative Perspective’. 1998. in Manji, F. (ed.), 
Development and Rights, Oxford: Oxfam Publications, 50-67 (with John Howe) 

‘De-agrarianisation in Sub-Saharan Africa: Acknowledging the Inevitable’, 3-20   
‘De-agrarianisation: Blessing or Blight?’, 237-256 
in Bryceson, D.F. and V. Jamal (eds). 1997. Farewell to Farms: De-agrarianisation and Employment in 
Africa, Aldershot: Ashgate 

‘Lightening the Load on Rural Women: How Appropriate is the Technology directed towards Africa’. 
1997. Gender Technology and Development 1 (1), 23-45 (with Michael McCall) 

‘Peasant Societies in Eastern Africa’. 1997. Encyclopedia of Sub-Saharan Africa, New York: Schuster 
& Schuster 

'De-Agrarianization and Rural Employment in Sub-Saharan Africa: A Sectoral Perspective'. 1996. 
World Development 24(1), 97-111 
 
Books 
 
Identities and Networks: Gender and Ethnicity across Cultures. (ed.) 2006. Oxford: Berghahn (with 
Judith Okely and Jonathan Webber) 
 
African Urban Economies: Viability, Vitality or Vitiation? (ed.) 2005. London: Palgrave Macmillan, (with 
Deborah Potts), http://www.palgrave.com/products/Catalogue.aspx?is=1403999473 

The Transnational Family: New European Frontiers and Global Networks. (ed.) 2002. Oxford: Berg 
Press, 276 pp. (with Ulla Vuorela), 
http://www.bergpublishers.com/uk/book_page.asp?BKTitle=The%20Transnational%20Family 

Alcohol in Africa: Mixing Business, Pleasure and Politics. (ed.) 2002. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 
305 pp, http://books.heinemann.com/products/E07115.aspx 

Livelihoods, Linkages and Policy Paradoxes. (ed.) 2001. Special Issue of the Journal of Contemporary 
African Studies, 19 (1), 160 pp (with Leslie Bank) 

Disappearing Peasantries? Rural Labour in Africa, Asia and Latin America. (ed.) 2000. London: 
Intermediate Technology Publications, 333 pp (with Cristobal Kay and Jos Mooij), 
http://www.africanbooktrader.com/books/ITDG-DISAPPEARING%5BPEASANTRIES.htm 

Farewell to Farms: De-Agrarianization and Employment in Africa. (ed.) 1997. Aldershot: Ashgate, 265 
pp. (with Vali Jamal) 

Women Wielding the Hoe: Lessons from Rural Africa for Feminist Theory and Development Practice.  
(ed.) 1995. Oxford: Berg Publishers, 282 pp., http://www.palgrave-
usa.com/catalog/product.aspx?isbn=185973068X 

Liberalizing Tanzania's Food Trade: Public & Private Faces of Urban Marketing Policy 1939-1988. 
1993. London: James Currey Publishers, 305 pp., 
http://www.jamescurrey.co.uk/jcurrey/display.asp?K=180888414743400&aub=Deborah%20Fahy%20
Bryceson&cid=jcurrey&m=1&dc=1 
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Food Insecurity and the Social Division of Labour in Tanzania, 1919-1985. 1990. London: Macmillan, 285 
pp. 
 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
 
• Research Associate, African Studies Centre, St. Antony’s College, Oxford (2005 to present) 

• Research Associate, Geography Institute, Copenhagen University, Denmark 

• Research Associate, International Gender Studies, Queen Elizabeth House, (1988 to present)  

• African Studies Associations of the United Kingdom and the USA 

• Britain-Tanzania Society, UK 

• Development Studies Association, UK 

• Network – Association of European Researchers on Urbanisation in the South (N-AERUS), Genoa 

• Royal Geographical Society, UK 
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